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Party hosts can't dodge the laws

As the mother of an adult victim of a teenage drunken driver in New York state, | want to comment on the
telephone conversation related by Joe Fitzgerald on July 22 ("Kids will drink as long as adults show the way").

The conversation occurred between the columnist and the defense attorney for a host at whose home
unsupervised beer apparently had been available for invited teenage guests, one of whom crashed fatally on

his way home from the party.

According to the column, the defense attorney asked the columnist, "Would you say the people of New York
are morally decrepit because they allow drinking at 18?"

Well, some people in New York, like some people in Massachusetts, might allow illegal underage drinking, but
the people of the state of New York do not! The minimum legal drinking age is 21 in New York, as itis in all 50

states.

As for providing alcohol to minors, the laws in New York apply to social hosts as well as to merchants. They
should in Massachusetts too.

Virginia Lester,

Westwood

Quarry jumpers knowingly risk lives

It angers me that youths continue to jump into the quarries when it's clear that it is extremely dangerous
("Peril lurks at Quincy quarries," Aug. 11). But what really upsets me is that if one of these kids gets hurt or
killed, the city will be the first blamed. Our society has reached the point where people automatically place

the blame elsewhere when something tragic happens.

| feel for the families who have lost children in a quarry and | don't mean to sound heartless, but nobody is to
blame but the people who continue to swim despite warnings and recent deaths.

Pauline Milmore,
Waltham
DiPaola firing smacks of politics

Regarding your coverage on new Middlesex Sheriff James DiPaola ("Anti-patronage sheriff puts pals and
supporters on the payroll," July 7):

My son-in-law applied for a job under Sheriff Brad Bailey. He didn't know Bailey at that time and was hired as
a deputy sheriff. He performed in a commendable way. His record with the Department of Corrections had
been exemplary for 17 years. He was well qualified for the position. If it was performance, not politics, he had
more than enough qualifications. He's a hard-working family man with a wife and four children.

He campaigned for Bailey who hired him on merit, but was laid off by Sheriff DiPaola after just two months.

To say that politics was not a factor is an aberration.

Dorothy Mulloy,



Laconia N.H.
Feder got it wrong on libertarians

While warning conservatives to steer clear of libertarians ("Conservatives find strange bedfellows," Aug. 11),
Don Feder spins and omits certain libertarian beliefs.

What libertarians do believe is the following:

People are free to live as they choose so long as they do not infringe upon the rights of others (some think
abortion is one infringement).

Before the government declared a war on drugs in the 1960s, there were no drug pushers in high schools,
drive-by shootings, gang wars over drug territory and crack babies. To continue using taxpayers' money to

fund this war is counter-productive.

The federal government has no authority to be involved in matters not specifically granted in the
Constitution.

Feder often rails against the incompetence of government. Why does he deem it competent when dealing
with other matters?

John D. Nelson,
North Reading
Fenway's Kerpen added lots to ballpark

| was very angry to hear that Fenway Park fired a vendor named Dave Kerpen ("Ejected from the game," Aug.
6).

Yes, he was known for crazy antics - balancing Coke on his head and being original with his job - but he was
just having fun with what he did. He was doing his job, and he did it well.

We in the bleachers were on our feet applauding him every time we saw him. He made all of us laugh to the
point where we would almost be in tears. We enjoyed watching him instead of the game.

He entertained us between innings with his balancing acts and funny one-liners. | bet that he sold more
Cokes and Cracker Jacks than any other vendor! We loved him.

Jennifer Silva,
Somerville
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