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It's what minor league dreams are made of: Tonight at 7 the Brooklyn Cyclones take on the Staten Island
Yankees in their season opener in Coney Island. The baseball battle continues tomorrow night at the Yanks'
harborside park in St. George, Staten Island.

Both teams have much at stake beyond their interborough rivalry: The Cyclones are a feeder team for the
Mets, while Staten Island is obviously connected to those boys in the Bronx. Plus, the Yanks won the New
York-Penn league championship last year, while Brooklyn led in attendance.

It's too early to tell whether either team will take home the trophy this fall. But which ballpark hits a home
run?

While Staten Island's ballpark is stunning - and taking the ferry is a blast (not to mention that the Yanks are
the winningest team) - we've got to give it to Coney Island: Between the boardwalk, the ballgame, the beach
and the rides, KeySpan Park hits a home run.

Graphic below:

BROOKLYN CYCLONES AT KEYSPAN PARK 1904 Surf Ave., Coney Island, Brooklyn; (718) 449-8497,
www.brooklyncyclones.com

BALLPARK AMBIENCE Coney Island carnival. Deno's Wonder Wheel will look magnificent from a seat up high.
Just mind the barkers and sunburnt swimmers on the way to the park.

CELEBRITY SIGHTINGS Spike Lee, Jerry Seinfeld

FOR BIG SPENDERS For $1,000 and up, rent the climate-controlled luxury suite with waiter service. For
$2,500, seat 100 of your friends in the party deck with picnic tables.

SEASON'S BEST FREEBIES On July 8, 2,500 fans get Dave and Carrie bobbleheads in honor of Dave Kerpen and
Caroline Fisher, Queens residents who will get hitched at the park after the game. On July 10, 2,500 get a
retro metal lunchbox.

BEST BALLPARK GRUB KeySpan Park stocks Brooklyn faves like Uncle Louie G ices and hot dogs from
Nathan's Famous (the original is around the corner at 1310 Surf Ave.). This year, they're adding Asian
dumplings.

CHOWHOUND'S CHOICE Head over to Totonno Pizzeria Napoletana (1524 Neptune Ave. near W. 16th St., 718-
372-8606), cited by city experts for near-perfect pies (large cheese, $16.90). Or hit an Eastern European eatery
in nearby Brighton Beach. At the BYOB Cafe Minutka (504 Brighton Beach Ave. at Brighton Fifth St., 718-934-
4099), a big bow! of meaty noodle soup ($3.95) is just right for soaking up those ballpark beers.

PRE & POST-GAME BEERS The Coney outpost of the Bay Ridge bar Peggy O'Neills (Budweiser, $4) is connected
to the park and always has a crowd on game days. Or hit the boardwalk for Ruby's Old Time Bar at 1213
Boardwalk and W. 12th St., (718) 372-9079. It has greasy Coney Island grub - like $2.50 corndogs - and plenty
of local color.

WHILE YOU'RE IN THE HOOD This is Coney Island, after all. Visit the aquarium or the batting cage, ride the
Cyclone, check out a freak show or just take a dip at the shore.

TICKET PRICES $6 to $14

STATEN ISLAND YANKEES AT RICHMOND COUNTY BANK BALLPARK 75 Richmond Terrace, St. George, Staten
Island; (718) 720-9265, www.siyanks.com



BALLPARK AMBIENCE Yankee love-fest in spiffy blue and white. With a great harbor view, this is probably one
of the prettiest parks around. And when the NYFD boats pull up outside the stadium shooting firehoses like a
floating fountain (tomorrow and Aug. 5), it'll bring tears to your eyes.

CELEBRITY SIGHTINGS Sugar Ray Leonard, Danny Aiello, members of "Queer Eye for the Straight Guy" (r.)

FOR BIG SPENDERS The 60-person "Skyline Suite" is $2,250, one round of drinks included. The $750
hospitality suites come with 20 hot dogs.

SEASON'S BEST FREEBIES On Aug. 5 get a Babe Ruth lithograph; July 5 get a Jackie Robinson DVD.

BEST BALLPARK GRUB The "Home Run" picnic package (for at least 25 people). It's all the dogs, burgers, grilled
chicken, baked beans and soda pop you can stand for $25 a person, which includes admission and a place at
the picnic table seating area. (For extra, you can also order a keg of beer.)

CHOWHOUND'S CHOICE There are a few restaurants within walking distance, but none demand a detour.
Instead, go on one of the park's special "heritage nights," featuring live music and stalls selling Italian,
Japanese, Irish or other foods. Don't miss the Viva Mexico celebration on August 26 (it's sponsored by the
Daily News).

PRE & POST-GAME BEERS One of the coolest bars in the boro is within walking distance of the park. Cargo, at
120 Bay St. and Slosson Terrace (718-876-0539), has half-priced drinks during weeknight happy hours and a
full menu (cheeseburger with fries $7). It boasts a back patio, live music on Wednesday nights (like after
tomorrow's game) and an ever-changing paint job on the outside.

WHILE YOU'RE IN THE HOOD There are no rides or Coney-style freak shows here (although you can check out
the Ganas commune thrift store (208 Bay St., 718-273-0568). If you really want to hang around, we
recommend a short trip up the road on the S40 bus to the New York Chinese Scholar's Garden (1000
Richmond Terr., (718) 273-8200).

TICKET PRICES $5 to $11
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